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1st Place in Junior Research:	First	Place	in	the	Junior	Research	Division	was	awarded	
to	Matthew	Dufale	of	Kalakaua	Intermediate	School	for	a	project	titled	“Put	Your	
Pest…	Aside.”	








































	 Ms.	Rosalie	Leiner	presented	Sipyloidea sipylus (Westwood) (Phasmida: Diapherom-
eridae).	This	pink	winged	stick	insect	was	first	discovered	on	Oahu,	Hawaii	in	1994	and	
quickly	spread	to	Kauai,	Maui,	and	Hawaii	islands.	This	new	stick	insect	was	tentatively	
identified	 as	Necrosia sp.	 (Phasmatoidea:	Heteronemiidae)	 in	November	 1994	but	was	
not	confirmed	as	S. sipylus until	October	2012.	Final	identification	of	S. sipylus was	done	
by	Dr.	Rosser	W.	Garrison,	Senior	Insect	Biosystematist,	Plant	Pest	Diagnostics	Branch,	
California	Department	of	Food	&	Agriculture.	In	Hawaii,	S. sipylus has	commonly	been	
found	feeding	Thespesia populnea	and	other	Malvaceae,	Dodonaea viscosa (Sapindaceae),	
and	Rubus macreai	(Rosaceae).































	 Dr.	William	Haines	reported	a	recent	koa	moth,	Scotorythra paludicola (Lepidoptera: 
Geometridae),	outbreak	on	Hawaii	Island.	About	24,000	acres	of	koa	forest	on	state	and	
federal	lands,	from	Hakalau	to	Laupahoehoe,	has	been	affected	by	defoliation	so	far.	Out-
breaks	of	S. paludicola	are	a	natural	phenomenon	that	has	been	recorded	at	least	twice	
since	the	late	1800s,	most	recently	on	Maui	in	2004	and	2009.	The	current	outbreak	is	the	
largest	ever	recorded.
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